
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Key Vocabulary 

soilds These are materials that keep their 
shape unless a force is applied to 
them. They can be hard, soft or even 
squashy. Solids take up the same 
amount of space no matter what has 
happened to them.   

liquids Liquids take the shape of their 
container. They can change shape 
but do not change the amount of 
space they take up. They can flow or 
be poured. 

gases Gases can spread out to completely 
fill the container or room. They do 
not have any fixed shape but they do 
have a mass. 

melt This is when a solid changes to a 
liquid. 

freeze Liquid turns to a solid during the 
freezing process. 

evaporate Turn a liquid into a gas. 

condense Turn a gas into a liquid. 

precipitation Liquid or solid particles that fall from 
a cloud as rain, sleet, hail or snow. 

Year 4 Science – States of matter 
 Anders Celsius (1701-1744) was a Swedish 

astronomer who created a temperature scale, divided 

into small parts called degrees. The temperature 

between which water boils and freezes was divided 

into 100 parts. This scale is commonly still used 

today. 

 

 

What I Should Already Know: 
- Our school is in West Didsbury, which is near the city of Manchester. 
- Manchester is a city in England. 

 
- England is a country in the United Kingdom (England, Scotland, 

Wales and Northern Ireland).   
- London is the capital city of England.  

 

The Water Cycle 

Condensation, precipitation and evaporation 

occur in the water cycle. 

1. Water from lakes, puddles, rivers and 
seas evaporate by the sun’s heat, 
turning into water vapor. 

2. This water vapour rises, then cools 
down to form water droplets in clouds 
(condensation). 

3. When the droplets get too heavy, they 
fall back to the earth as rain, sleet, 
hail or snow (precipitation).  

States of matter 

Particles in a solid are 
close together and 
cannot move. They can 
only vibrate. 

Particles in a liquid are 
close together but can 
move around each 
other easily. 

Particles in a gas are 
spread out and can 
move around very 
quickly in all 
directions. 

 


